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vao du kién cling nhu biét trudc rang su chi trong vao vai tro Dang clu thé ctia Ngai c6 thé sé lam cham tré
viéc thuc hién Thién gidi trén thé gian, ma Ngai c6 s& ménh thanh Iap. Dlc Christ da dén dé€ cho toan nhan loai
kha di c6 dugc “cudc séng . . . phong phi hon.”“"” Ching ta d& quéa thudng giai thich 1i cGa Ngai rang chi
nhiing ai “dugc ctu réi” méi duge cho 1a da thuc hién nhiing budc can thiét hudng dén cudc séng ay. Nhung
chac han rang cudc séng phong phu khéng phai la cudc ddi ma ching ta sé séng & kiép sau, hodc trén mot cdi
troi xa xam nao, trong dé nhing nguoi c6 dic tin sé hudng mot cudc sdng dac biét hanh phc, trong khi nhiing
ngudi con khac cta Thugng D€ lai bi b ra ngoai. Thap tu gid dugc nham dé chi ré dudng ranh giéi gitta giGi
nhan loai va Thién gidi. Tuc la gilra mot trudng ti€n hda cao ca trong thién nhién da dat trinh d6 trudng thanh,
va mot truong tién hda khac trong thién nhién ma nay da c6 thé di vao chu ky hoat dong. Gidi nhan loai da tién
hda dén muc san xuat dugc Buc Christ va nhirng ngudi con khac clia Thugng DE. Doi song cla cac vi nay mai
mai mang bang chiing cta ban tinh thiéng liéng.

the pre-vision, as likewise the knowledge that the emphasis accorded to Him as the Saviour of the world would
retard for centuries the materialising of the kingdom of God on earth, which it was His mission to found. Christ
came that all mankind might have “life ... more abundantly.” ““" We have so interpreted His words that only
the “saved” are credited with having taken the necessary steps towards that life. But the abundant life is surely
not a life to be lived hereafter, in some distant heaven where those who are believers shall enjoy an exclusive
life of happiness, whilst the rest of God's children are left outside. The Cross was intended to indicate the line of
demarcation between the kingdom of men and the kingdom of God, between one great kingdom in nature
which had reached maturity, and another kingdom in nature which could now enter upon its cycle of activity.
The human kingdom had evolved to the point where it had produced the Christ and those other children of God
whose lives bore constant testimony to the divine nature.

Duc Christ mang biéu tugng c6 xua, va dam duong ganh nang cla thap ty gid. Ngai ké can tat ca nhimg vi Clu
thé da chiu kho hinh thap tu trong thai gian trudc. Ngai ty thé hién nhiing gi & ci tran va 6 cap vi tru, ca qua
kh(r va tuang lai. Ngai dung Thap tu gia trén d6i bén ngoai thanh Jerusalem (cé nghia la “vién anh binh an”),
khién moi nguoi chl y dén Thién gidi ma Ngai chiu chét dé thanh lap. Cong viéc da hoan tat. Trén dat nudc nho
bé va ky la dy dugc goi la Thanh Dia, mot dai dat hep gilta hai ban cau, Pong va Tay, Dlc Christ da dung 1én
chiéc Thap tu gia. Dong thai Ngai cling an dinh bién cuong gilta Thién giGi va cac vuong qudc trén thé gian, gilra
thé gidi loai ngudi va thé gidi tinh than. Bang cach nay, Ngai néu cao cac Bi nhiém c6 xua, von da bao trudc su
ra doi cUa Thién gidi va ma ra nhitng Bi nhiém cla No.

Christ assumed the ancient symbol and burden of the cross, and, taking His stand beside all the previous
crucified Saviours, embodied in Himself the immediate and the cosmic, the past and the future, rearing the
Cross on the hill outside Jerusalem (the name of which signifies the “vision of peace”), thus calling attention to
the kingdom which He died to establish. The work had been completed, and in that strange little country called
the Holy Land, a narrow strip of territory between the two hemispheres, the East and the West, the Orient and
the Occident, Christ mounted the Cross and fixed the boundary between the kingdom of God and the kingdoms
of the world, between the world of men and the world of Spirit. Thus He brought to a climax the ancient
Mysteries, which had prophesied the coming of that kingdom, and instituted the Mysteries of the kingdom of
God.

N6 luc hoan thanh Thién y d& dan dén su cham dit mot cudc doi hoan hao nhat da ting c6 trén thé gian nay. C6
gang thanh 1ap Thién gidi, luén luén da dugc

The effort to carry out to perfection the will of God brought to an end the most complete life that had been lived
on earth. The attempt to found the kingdom, preordained
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St. John, X.10.

(cexvii):

St. John, X.10.
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