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nhan gido ly vé tai sinh clia Déng phuong. Gido ly nay ndi rang thé gigi ching ta la “thung Iling rén luyén linh
hén,” theo cach goi clia Keats. N6 cling day rang hét 1an nay dén lan khac, ching ta trd lai séng & cbi tran, cho
dén khi cac gia tri séng ctia minh dugc diéu chinh thich hop, va ching ta cé thé trai qua nam cudc diém dao dua
dén giai thoat. Phan nhiéu gido huan dua ra trong cac sach vé huyén bi va ndi mén déu bi léch lac va hoang
tudng. Thé nhung hau hét nhiing gi ndi vé gido ly tai sinh déu tré nén hién nhién déi véi ngudi mon sinh khong
thanh kién. Xét cho cling, néu rét cudc ai cling sé dat dugc sy hoan thién, thi van dé chi la thai gian va noi chén.
Ngudi Thién Chia gido c6 thé tin vao viéc bdng nhién hoan thién qua chinh qua trinh tir vong, hodc nhd trong
tam tri ching ta chap nhéan su chét cda Jesus, ma ho goi la “dugc hodn cai.” Ho cling cé thé xem su chét la canh
clra di vao nai trirng gidi va phat trién, dugc goi la “luyén nguc,” & d6 cd tién trinh thanh tdy lién tuc. Hoac ho
cling c6 thé tin rang ngay trén thién dang sé cé nhimg diéu chinh va ho dugc mé mang tam thdc dé trg thanh
ngudi khac véi trude kia. Ngudi Déng phuong cé thé tin rang thé gian nay cé di phuong tién cho céc tién trinh
rén luyén va phat trién. Ho tin rang ching ta trd lai cdi doi hét 1an nay dén lan khac, cho dén khi dat duoc su
hoan thién. Vay muc tiéu van la mot. Cac truong phai 6 nhirng noi chén khac nhau, va tdm thirc dugc khai ma
trong nhiig dia phuong khac nhau. Nhung tat ca chi cé thé. Plato cho rang:

the Oriental doctrine of rebirth, which states the world to be the “vale of soul-making,” as Keats calls it, and
which teaches that we return again and again to physical life, until the time comes when our values are properly
adjusted, and we can pass through the five initiations into liberation. Much of the teaching given in the occult
and esoteric books is distorted and fanciful, but that there is much to be said for the doctrine of rebirth is
evident to the unprejudiced student. In the last analysis, if perfection is to be ultimately achieved, the question
is merely one of time and location. The Christian may believe in a sudden perfecting through the process of
death itself, or in a mental acceptance of the death of Jesus, which he calls “conversion”; he may regard death
as the door into a place of discipline and development which he calls “purgatory,” where a purificatory process
goes on; or he may believe that in heaven itself adjustments are made and expansions of consciousness are
undergone which render him a different man from what he was before. The Oriental may believe that the earth
provides adequate facilities for the training and developing processes, and that again and again we return, until
we have reached perfection. The goal remains one. The objective is identical. The school is in a different place,
and the consciousness is unfolded in varying localities. But that is all. Plato held that:

“Bj giam ham trong than xac nhu trong nguc tu . . . linh hon tim lai pham vi thuan ly ban so clia minh bang cach
s6ng cudc doi triét ly, suy tu trong linh vuc dai dong, md long yéu thuong, va sdng theo ly tri. Cudc song trong
than xac chi la mét giai doan trong cudc hanh trinh vinh ctu cla linh hén, vén c6 trudce khi ching ta sinh ra va
van tiép dién sau khi ta tlr gia c6i tran. Cudc séng trong xac than la mot sy thir nghiém va thir thach. Chét tuc la
duoc gidi thoat va trd vé vaéi van ménh cua linh hon. Roi ta dén mét thoi ky thir thach khac, hoac di vao linh vuc
thuan ly.”

“Confined in the body as in a prison ... the soul seeks its pristine sphere of pure rationality by pursuing the
philosophic life, by thinking the universal, by loving and living according to reason. The bodily life is but an
episode in the eternal career of the soul, which precedes birth and proceeds after death. Life in the flesh is a
trial and a probation; death, the release and the return to the soul's destiny; to another term of probation, or to
the realm of pure reason.”

3 mot noi ndo do, ching ta phai hitu y va tu nguyén hoc tap dé di vao va hoat dong trong thé gidi cta chan gia
tri, d€ du diéu kién trd thanh cong dan cla Thién gidi. Dlc Christ da ching td diéu nay.

In some place, consciously and willingly, we must learn to enter and work in the world of values, and so fit
ourselves for citizenship in the kingdom of God. It was the demonstration of this that Christ gave.
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